trrmetbvlolpropane by extraction and distillation, said process for recovering 
ditrimethylolprcSpatje comprising: 

subjecting a fofrn^lcomb^nd contained in a still residue of the 
distillation to acid decompositionAatad, 

after said subjectin^p^covering ditrh^ethylolpropane from the 

still residue. 



4. (Ambnded) A process according to Claim 1 , comprising the steps 



of: 



i) subjecting the sti^l residue/to jhe acid decomposition of the formal 
compound; 

ii) removing high-boiling components having a higher boiling point 
than that of ditrimethylolpropane', by distillation, from the still residue; and 

iii) subjecting the resultant products of ii) ^crystallization using 
solvent. 



6. (Amendetty^A process according to Claim 1, wherein prior to 
subjecting the formal compourfcekto the aci^decomposition, high-boiling 
components having a higher boiling jzfofr^than that of ditrimethylolpropane are 
removed from the still residue, ancUrdsultant product from the acid 
decomposition is subjected to crystallization using absolvent. 
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8\ (Amended) A process according to Claim 1, wherein the still 
residue is ntet subjected to crystallization using a solvent, to form a resultant 
crystallized product, and then the formal compound contained in the resultant 
crystallized productHs subjected to said acid decomposition; and resultant 
reaction mixture obtained from the acid decomposition is subjected to 
crystallization. \ y< J 

9. (Amended) A proces&for recovering ditrimethylolpropane by- 
produced when producing trim^hylojjfropane by reacting n-butyraldehyde with 
formaldehyde in the presence of a basic ckalyst, and then separating 
trimethylolpropane by extraction and distillation, said process for recovering 
ditrimethylolpropane recovering the ditrimethylolpropane from a still residue of 
said distillation, and being performed by steps cortsrorising: 

removing high-boiling point components having a higher boiling 
point than that of ditrimethylolpropane, from the still residue of said distillation 
by molecular distillation, thereby forming a resultant product; and 

subjecting the resultant product to crystallizatio^using a solvent. 



:adtfthe 



Please add the following new claims to the application: 

-1^. A process according to Claim 1, wherein high-boiling components 
having a higtfer boiling point than that of ditrimethylolpropane are removed 
from the still residue prior to subjecting the still residue to the acid 
decomposition. 

13. A process Recording to Claim 4, wherein high-boiling components 
having a higher boiling point than that of ditrimethylolpropane are removed 
from the still residue after tlAacid decomposition. 

14. A process according tVclaim 1, comprising the steps of: 

i) subjecting the still r^idue/to acid decomposition of the formal 
compound; 

ii) removing high-boiling components having a higher boiling point 
than that of ditrimethylolpropane, by distillation, from the still residue; and 

iii) subjecting the resulting products df ii) to distillation for removal of 
low-boiling components. 

15. A process according to Claim 14, comprising the further step of 
performing crystallization, using a solvent, after the removal of the low-boiling 
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components by distillation, in step iii). 



16. ^process according to Claim 14, wherein high-boiling 
components havii^Hngher boiling point than that of ditrimethylolpropane are 
removed from the still re§uiue after ttte^cid decomposition. 

17. A process accordinjfto O^aim 1, wherein the still residue, after the 
acid decomposition, is subjectMjojietittaHzation. 

18. A process according to Claim 9, wherein the resultant product 
contains substantially no bis-trimethylolpropane, and tnk solvent used in the 
crystallization is an organic solvent.— \ 



